Batch Automation in Photoshop

Adobe Photoshop offers a “Batch” command that allows you to apply the same edits to multiple image files automatically. First, you will need to edit one image file and record the “action” (series of edits) you wish to apply to a batch of images.

Record Action

1. Find the Actions window in Photoshop. (If not already open, choose Window>Actions from the main menu.)

[image: image1.png]r-V-¥-1
hcons
6] |y 88 Dtk Acions
| Aomaion werkspacs
|| St
|| b Coor s Tora Comeci |
T

AR IR

NS




2. Figure 1. Action Window

3. See Figure 1. Click Create New Action.

4. In the New Actions dialog that appears, enter a name for the action (Example: “Save as JPEG”) and click Record.

a. See Figure 2. Open the Image Size dialog. (Choose Image>Image Size from the main menu.) Make the following edits:

b. Set Document Size Width to 3.35 inches (if editing one-column images) or 6.95 inches (if editing two-column images).
c. Set Resolution to 266.

Note: If the width and resolution are already set correctly, you must re-type the correct settings in order to record these edits. Otherwise, the resulting automation action will not make these changes to images in the batch where necessary.
5. Save the file as a JPEG to a local folder of your choice (not in the folder containing the original files).
6. See Figure 1. Click Stop.
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Figure 2. Image Size Dialog

1. Using Recorded Actions to Batch Files
Apply your recorded action to a folder of files or a set of open files.
2. Choose File>Automate>Batch… from the main menu.

3. See Figure 3. Choose your recorded action from the drop down menu.

4. Choose an appropriate source. If editing open files, choose “Open Files.” If editing files in a folder, choose “Folder” and click “Choose…” to browse for that folder.
5. Set Destination to “None.”

Destination is set to “None” because you already specified a destination in step 5 of Record Action. To override the file destination in the recorded action:

a. Set Destination to “Folder.” 
b. Check Override Action “Save As” Commands.

c. Click Choose… to specify a new destination folder.

6. Select “document name” to keep the original file name.

7. Click OK. Automation will execute immediately.
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Figure 3. Choose Settings in Batch Dialog
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